
Welcome!

Look inside
Every chapter starts with a page like this:

Hi, I’m Hannah. Welcome to Real World Geography (2nd edition).

Over the three years of Junior Cycle, this book will help you to 

learn everything you need to study Geography for the Junior Cycle. 

It will also help you to learn and practise important geographical 

skills, including map and photograph reading and interpretation.

As you read this textbook, I will point out important details and tips 

along the way to help you improve your learning in Geography.
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At the end of this chapter, you will be able to:

2.1 Describe and explain how volcanoes are formed.
2.2 Name the different types of volcanoes.
2.3 Describe the distribution of volcanoes.
2.4 Describe and explain the economic and social impacts of volcanoes.
2.5 Describe and explain how people respond to and manage the effects of volcanoes.
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Getting started
Look at the keyword connections above. Write down one list of the words 
you already know and one list of the words that are new to you. Share both 
lists with a classmate. The words left over that you do not know are the ones 
you should ask questions about in class.

9

Getting Started is a 
warm-up exercise, to 
get you thinking before 
you start the chapter.

This box lists your 
learning goals. These 
are everything you 
need to learn in the 
chapter. They are also 
the headings of each 
section in each chapter.

The keywords 
connections show 
keywords and how they 
are connected. This is 
important information 
you must be able to 
show you know.
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Each chapter is full of exciting features to help you learn and 
practise your knowledge and skills.

2.1 How Volcanoes are Formed
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A volcanic mountain, 
or volcano, forms 
when magma moves 
up to the surface of 
the Earth through a 
small opening called 
a vent.

The magma is stored underground in 
a magma chamber. The gases build up 
in the magma chamber. The pressure 
from the gases causes the magma 
to erupt out of the vent through an 
opening called a crater. When magma 
reaches the Earth’s surface, it is known 
as lava. The lava flow cools down and 
hardens around the vent.

Other materials, such 
as cinders and ash, 
are also erupted 
from a volcano. After 
repeated eruptions, 
layers of ash and 
lava build up around 
the vent to form 
a cone-shaped 
mountain.

Figure 2.1 Mount Etna, Italy

Mount Etna gets its 
name from the Greek 
word meaning ‘I burn’. 
It is 3,330 metres high 
and erupts regularly.
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Diagrams, illustrations 
and photos help you 
to see how real-world 
geography works.

The BigBig Idea!Idea!
Plate tectonics helps us 

understand why volcanoes form. Lava 
erupts from the crust and builds up 
over time to form a volcano. Volcanoes 
can be active, dormant or extinct.

The Big Idea is a 
simple summary of 
important ideas.
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2.3 The Distribution of Volcanoes
‘Distribution’ describes ‘where’ something is. So ‘distribution of volcanoes’ 
means ‘where volcanoes are’. Volcanoes occur at destructive and constructive 
plate boundaries.

Destructive plate boundaries
Volcanoes form where two plates collide. 

• The heavier oceanic plate sinks 
below the lighter continental plate 
and melts in the mantle. 

• As it melts, a blob of magma 
breaks off and rises up through 
cracks (faults) in the crust. 

• Over time, this magma can erupt 
and form a volcano, for example, 
Mount St Helens, USA.

The Pacifi c Ring of Fire
The Pacifi c Ring of Fire is a zone of 
active volcanoes and earthquakes that 
lie around the edge of the Pacifi c Ocean. 
The ring of volcanoes marks out the edge 
of the Pacifi c Plate. It has some of the 
most active volcanoes in the world. They 
formed when two plates collided. For 
example, Mount Fuji is a famous volcano 
in Japan. It formed when the Pacifi c Plate 
collided with the Eurasian Plate.
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Constructive plate boundaries
Volcanoes also form where plates separate. 

• As the plates separate, magma rises through the 
crust. 

• The magma cools quickly and builds up over time. 
• When this happens under the ocean, a mid-ocean 

ridge forms, for example, the Mid-Atlantic Ridge. 
• The Mid-Atlantic Ridge runs along the Atlantic Ocean. 

It formed when the North American and Eurasian 
plates pulled apart. 

• The Mid-Atlantic Ridge is so high in places that it 
reaches the surface of the ocean, forming volcanic 
islands, such as Iceland.

Figure 2.5 The Pacific Ring of Fire

Figure 2.6 Iceland and the 
Mid-Atlantic Ridge

Figure 2.4 Destructive plate boundary
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Case Studies give 
exam-focused 
real-world examples.

2.5 Responding to Volcanoes
On average there are about 70 volcanic eruptions around the world each year. Most eruptions 
do not directly affect people. However, after a major volcanic eruption that does affect 
people, governments produce short-term responses and long-term responses.

Short-term responses
Implement an emergency plan:

1. Use search and rescue teams 
to find survivors. Injured people 
will need medical treatment. 
Search and rescue will also find 
out the number of deaths. The 
dead will need to be buried 
immediately to prevent the 
spread of disease. 

2. Provide clean drinking water, 
shelter and food for survivors.

3. Provide information points
so survivors can find family 
members. 

4. Control the disaster area to prevent crime and to allow aid supplies to be delivered.

Long-term responses
1. Preparation: Governments in countries with active volcanoes need to have emergency 

plans to evacuate people from affected areas. They need to train rescue workers and 
provide food, water and shelter for people who have been made homeless by an eruption. 
Many countries, including Ireland, have international disaster response systems in place. 
These allow countries to transport aid quickly to locations affected by disasters such as 
volcanic eruptions.

2. Planning: By controlling planning, governments can ensure that large populations do not 
grow up around volcanoes. Where there is already a population, hazard mapping can 
predict the likely path of lava flows. This allows governments to create ‘exclusion zones’
within which people may not live.

3. Education: Educating about the hazards of volcanoes can help save lives during an 
eruption. Teaching how to prepare for a disaster and to keep supplies of emergency food, 
water, clothes and tents can help save lives if people have to leave their homes suddenly. 

4. Rebuilding: People made homeless by a disaster will need to be rehoused in a new location. 
Businesses that have been destroyed will need to be rebuilt. Services such as water 
supplies, electricity and telephone cables will need to be replaced. Roads and bridges may 
also have to be rebuilt. This work can take a long time depending on the size of the disaster. 

Exam ExpertExam Expert

Figure 2.12 Search and rescue teams help find survivors.

Volcanoes 2
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Exam Expert and Exam 
Tips highlight information 
to help all students 
prepare for exams.

Answer the following questions on the news story above:
1. Give your work a title.
2. Write a brief summary of what

happened. 
3. When did the event happen?
4. Where did the event occur? Draw a sketch 

map to show the location. 
5. Who was affected by the event? Who

helped or hindered the effects of the 
event?

6. How much damage was done to 
settlements?

7. What was the impact of the event on 
people’s livelihoods?

8. How did the event happen? What was the 
sequence of events that make up 
the news story?

9. Why did the event happen?
 10. What was the impact on the environment 

of the event?
 11. How did people respond to the event? 
 12. How could the effects of the event be 

prevented in future? SKILLS BOOK:
PAGE 7

Geography in the News CBA1CBA1 
Warm-UpWarm-Up

A moon-like landscape is all 
that remains of the town of 

San Miguel Los Lotes. Volcán de 
Fuego – the ‘Volcano of Fire’ – standing 3,763 m high, is 
Guatemala’s most active volcano. It erupted on Sunday, 
3 June 2018. Volcán de Fuego erupts regularly. But this 
time it was different.

A 10-km-high ash cloud exploded over the mountain. 
Then it fell under its own weight. A surging hot cloud of 
ash, mixed with lava, hot mud and volcanic bombs created 
a pyroclastic fl ow. These fl ows can travel at over 700 km 
per hour and reach temperatures of 1,000°C. Nothing can 
stand in its way.

The town of San Miguel Los Lotes – a collection of 
360 buildings – didn’t stand a chance. In an instant it was 
buried beneath 3 m of hot mud and ash that was 1 km 

FIRE VOLCANO’S DEADLY ERUPTION
wide in places. Offi cial fi gures say 114 people 
died but the population of the village was 
over 1,000. Twelve thousand people were 
evacuated from the surrounding area, 

including El Rodeo, and 3,000 
were being homed in temporary 
shelters. Overall, 1.7 million 
people were affected by the 
eruption. Rescue attempts 
were made diffi cult by new 
ash eruptions, heavy rain and 
limited government funding. 

Seventeen thousand farmers 
were affected, with €11 million 
worth of crops lost. Corn, 
vegetables, fruit trees and 
coffee were the most affected 
crops. Commercial crop 
producers reduced the number 

of workers they use by 75 per 
cent. The nearby La Reunión Golf Resort 
suffered signifi cant damage.

The government was criticised for not 
responding more quickly. People say the 
warning to evacuate came too late and that 
the government did not provide enough 
assistance to help fi nd missing people. Local 
people used their own resources to fi nd lost 
loved ones. Aid agencies, including the Red 
Cross and UN Development Programme, have 
been working to support survivors and help 
them rebuild their lives after the disaster.
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Read the news article below and answer the questions on the news event.

18 Physical Geography

1. What is a magma chamber?
2. What is the crater in a volcano?
3. What layers make up a volcanic mountain?
4. How did the Giant’s Causeway form?
5. What is meant by the term ‘active 

volcano’? Give an example.

Quick quiz 1

Quick Quizzes test your 
knowledge and can 
be used as homework 
assignments.

13.1 Geology of the Dingle Peninsula: 
Rocks, Folding and Faulting
• 380 million years ago (MYA), Ireland was a hot desert. Old red sandstone rock was formed. 

350 MYA, when Ireland lay under a shallow sea, limestone formed on top of the sandstone. 
(Rocks, Chapter 5)

• 250 MYA, during the Armorican period, the African and Eurasian tectonic plates collided, and 
folding occurred. (The Earth and plate tectonics, Chapter 1; Fold mountains, Chapter 4)

• The rock layers were folded into anticlines and synclines. Mountains in this region, for 
example, Slieve Mish, have an east–west trend. (Fold mountains, Chapter 4)

• These peaks were once much higher, but they were weathered and eroded over millions of 
years. (Weathering, Chapter 7; Mass movement, Chapter 8; Rivers, Chapter 10; Glacial 
landscapes, Chapter 12)

• The Dingle coast is dotted with bays and headlands. Each headland represents an area of 
hard rock that is more resistant to erosion by the sea. (Coastal landscapes, Chapter 11)

• These bays are made of softer mudstones and siltstones. (Rocks, Chapter 5)
• The geology of Dingle also provided the parent material for the soils of the Dingle 

Peninsula. (Soils, Chapter 14)

For your CBA 2 My Geography, you could investigate the geology of your local area. Go to 
the Geological Survey of Ireland website (www.gsi.ie). In the search box, type ‘The geology 
of Ireland’. The first link will take you to a page with lots of resources, including the GSI map 
viewer. This map viewer will give you the type of rock in your local area.

You can also find a map of Ireland’s geology on ScoilNet maps at maps.scoilnet.ie. On the top 
menu, click the ‘Layer List’ and select ‘bedrock’ from the dropdown menu. You can select the 
legend from the menu.

My GeographyCBA2CBA2 
Warm-UpWarm-Up

Killorglin
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Castleisland

Dingle

KillarneyGlenbeigh

Figure 13.2 A simplified map of the geology of Dingle Peninsula
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CBA Warm-Ups are exercises 
that help you to prepare for 
Classroom-Based Assessment 
in Second and Third Year.

At the end of each chapter, there are two important pages:

Volcanoes

 Rapid Revision Rapid R
2.1 Describe and explain how volcanoes are formed.
Volcanoes are formed when magma in the crust rises through a vent and erupts out of a crater
to produce a lava flow. Lava flows can build up over time to produce a volcanic mountain. 
Erupting volcanoes also produce ash and cinder clouds.

2.2 Name the different types of volcanoes.
 Volcanoes can be active, dormant or extinct. 
• Active volcanoes erupt regularly. 
• Dormant volcanoes have not erupted recently. 
• Extinct volcanoes will never erupt again.

2.3 Describe the distribution of volcanoes.
Volcanoes form at both colliding and separating plate boundaries. 
 At separating plate boundaries, two plates pull apart and magma rises to the surface. 

This can produce volcanic islands, such as Iceland. 
 Where two plates collide, the heavier oceanic plate sinks beneath the continental plate 

and melts in the mantle. As the plate melts, a blob of magma rises up through the crust and 
erupts as a volcano.

2.4 Describe and explain the economic and social impacts of volcanoes.
Economic impacts: 
 Volcanic landscapes are sources of geothermal energy. This is a renewable resource that 

can help combat climate change.
 Volcanic soils are fertile and provide rich ground for growing crops. 
 Volcanoes are tourist attractions, so people can earn a living working in tourism. 
 Volcanic activity can affect travel and transport. Aeroplanes must avoid flying near ash 

clouds. In severe cases, planes may be grounded. This can affect business activity globally.
Social impacts:
 Geothermal energy has helped improve people’s health in Iceland by eliminating smog from 

burning fossil fuels. 
 Jobs in tourism have helped reduce outmigration, especially among young people. 
 Volcanic activity can limit where settlement can occur. The threat of an eruption may prevent 

people living too close to a volcano. In Iceland, most settlement is on the west of the island, 
so the prevailing wind will blow ash clouds away from settlements.

2.5 Describe and explain how people respond to and manage the effects of volcanoes.
Short-term responses:
 Short-term responses to volcanic disasters involve emergency plans to find survivors and 

provide them with appropriate help to survive the disaster. 
 Food, water and shelter are very important basic needs that must be met immediately.
Long-term responses:
 Long-term responses include rehousing people, rebuilding businesses and making sure 

services such as water supplies, electricity and transport work again. 
 Over time, people need to be educated about how to protect themselves during a volcanic 

emergency. 
 Good government planning can help limit the number of deaths from a disaster.
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Assessment Activities
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Recall and review
1. State whether each of the following is true or false:

a. Volcanoes form from the build-up of lava flows.
b. A vent is the opening at the top of a volcano.
c. Volcanoes form when two tectonic plates separate.
d. There were never any volcanoes in Ireland.
e. The Sugarloaf Mountain in Wicklow was a volcano.

2. What is lava?

3. At what type of plate boundary did Iceland form?

4. Name the three stages of a volcano.

Sketching skills
5. Draw a diagram of an active volcano. Show and label each of the following on your 

diagram: 

Magma chamber          Cone          Vent          Crater          Ash cloud

6. Draw a labelled diagram to show how volcanoes form at colliding plate boundaries.

Think it through
7. Imagine there is a volcano close to where you live. The volcano is going to erupt 

in two days. The government has asked you to come up with an evacuation plan. 
Design your plan. Think about how you will get all your local people to safety. 
Think also about their basic needs in order to survive.

Wonder what
8. Think back to what you learned in Chapter 1 on the structure of the Earth. 

What do you think would happen if there were no volcanoes on earth?

Refl ect
9. Imagine you lived in a small village in the country. The village was destroyed by a 

volcano but everyone survived. The government has given you two options: go back 
and rebuild the village or move to an apartment in a city 300 km away. Which would 
you choose, and why?

Can volcanoes form in the middle of a tectonic plate? Go to the National 
Geographic website (nationalgeographic.org) and click ‘Education’. 
Type ‘Hot Spot Volcanism’ in the search box. Find out about hotspot volcanoes. 
Share what you learn with your teacher.

LearnLearn++

Assessment Activities at the end 
of every chapter have a range of 
differentiated activities that allow you to 
test your knowledge and skills further.

Rapid Revision allows you to quickly 
revise all the key sections of the 
chapter. Perfect for knowledge 
checking and exam preparation.
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Hi, I’m Humboldt. As you can see from 
the previous pages, there are lots of 
features in Real World Geography to 
help you succeed in your learning. Just 
like Hannah, I am going to show you 
important definitions, hints and tips to 
help you in your learning. Geography is 
all about the exciting world around you. 
The more you learn about it, the more 
you understand. Enjoy the journey.

Skills Book
OS Maps

Self-Assessment

‘I am able to ...’

9.1 State what is the Ordnance Survey.

9.2 Describe the scale of a map.

9.3 Describe the components of the OS Discovery Series maps.

9.4 Draw a sketch map.

9.5 Calculate area on a map.

9.6 Give four- and six-figure grid references.

9.7 State how height is shown on a map.

9.8 State how slope is shown on a map.

9.9 Identify relief and drainage features on a map.

9.10 Measure straight-line and curved distance on a map.

9.11 Read features of the human landscape on a map.

9.12 Describe the map evidence for the growth of towns.

9.13 Read large-scale maps and their legends.

Teacher Feedback PA A M HM D

9.1 State what is the Ordnance Survey.

9.2 Describe the scale of a map.

9.3 Describe the components of the OS Discovery Series maps.

9.4 Draw a sketch map.

9.5 Calculate area on a map.

9.6 Give four- and six-figure grid references.

9.7 State how height is shown on a map.

9.8 State how slope is shown on a map.

9.9 Identify relief and drainage features on a map.

9.10 Measure straight-line and curved distance on a map.

9.11 Read features of the human landscape on a map.

9.12 Describe the map evidence for the growth of towns.

9.13 Read large-scale maps and their legends.

Comment:

9
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State how height is shown on a map.

State how slope is shown on a map.

Identify relief and drainage features on a map.

Measure straight-line and curved distance on a map.

Read features of the human landscape on a map.

Describe the map evidence for the growth of towns.

Read large-scale maps and their legends.

Teacher Feedback
State what is the Ordnance Survey.

Describe the scale of a map.

Describe the components of the OS Discovery Series maps.

Draw a sketch map.

Calculate area on a map.

Give four- and six-figure grid references.

State how height is shown on a map.

State how slope is shown on a map.

Identify relief and drainage features on a map.

Measure straight-line and curved distance on a map.

Read features of the human landscape on a map.

Describe the map evidence for the growth of towns.

Read large-scale maps and their legends.

Weathering

7.3 Explain how mechanical weathering affects the 
landscape.
3. Examine the diagram below. Complete the explanation of freeze-thaw action below by 

filling in the missing words.

Water gathers 
in cracks

Pieces of rock break off
Water in cracks

freezes and 
expands
by 10%

ROCK

Day Night Over time

Scree

thaws • joints • widen • freezing point • scree • expands • freezes • pressure

Rainwater gathers in the  (cracks) in rocks. During winter, or whenever 

the temperature falls below   , this water freezes and 

 by about 10 per cent. The expansion of the ice places  on the 

joints in the rock, causing them to  slightly. When the ice , 

the water lies deeper in the joints. The next time the water , the joints widen 

even more. Over time, the rock breaks and collapses into smaller pieces of rock called 

.

7.4 Explain how chemical weathering affects the 
landscape.
4. Label each of the following on the diagram below.

limestone pavement • clints • grikes • swallow hole • acid rain • cavern

7
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7.3 Explain how mechanical wea
landscape.
3. Examine the diagram below. Complete the explanation of freeze-thaw action below by 

filling in the missing words.

Water gathers 
in cracks

ROCK

Day

thaws •

Rainwater gathers in the 

the temperature falls below 

joints in the rock, causing them to 

the water lies deeper in the joints. The next time the water 

even more. Over time, the rock breaks and collapses into smaller pieces of rock called 

7.4 Explain how chemical wea
landscape.
4. Label each

limestone pavement 

 eh T Real World Geography Skills Book gives your students the chance to 
practise the skills and reinforce the knowledge needed to succeed at Junior 
Cycle Geography. Each chapter helps to reinforce understanding of the 
subject. 

 Comprehensive retrieval practice: The Skills Book is mapped directly to the 
structure of Real World Geography. Each chapter helps build student retrieval 
practice. 

 Differentiated: A wide variety of tasks help your students to gradually master 
each topic.

 Exam focus and assessment: Each activity reflects the style of questions in the 
sample SEC paper.

 Self-assessment and feedback: Each chapter allows students to assess their own 
progress. Teachers can feed back to students using the included Junior Cycle 
grade descriptors.

 Common Level focus: The concise and simple language is perfectly pitched for 
Common Level mixed-ability classes.
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The Skills Book accompanies the 
textbook. It includes different 
questions aligned to each section 
of the textbook. These will help you 
focus your practise and study. The 
question styles are also based on 
the question types likely to appear 
in the SEC examination at the end of 
Third Year.

This book asks you to assess your 
learning as you go. It also allows 
teachers to mark and give you 
feedback on your work.

Teacher’s Guide

Elements
Processes: Volcanic activity produces 
distinctive landforms (e.g. Giant’s Causeway). 
These processes are also part of the rock 
cycle, which students will study in Chapter 5 
(Rocks).

Patterns: Volcanoes occur in well-defined 
locations. The distribution is explained by 
the pattern of plate boundaries that students 
studied in Chapter 1: The Earth and Plate 
Tectonics.

Human interaction with volcanoes follows 
particular patterns. See if students can 
discover these, and if there are any 
variations. People live near a volcano, it 
erupts, a disaster situation emerges, there is 
a crisis phase, followed quickly by a damage 
assessment. Newspapers and TV stations 
report extensively. The assistance required 
is identified, and aid agencies get to work. 
Gradually the story fades from the news, 
but the fallout continues: aid is required, 
sometimes for many years, after the event.

Key Skills
Managing information and thinking:
Introduce students to the wealth of graphic 
organisers that are available for organising 
information. Visit https://pdst.ie/node/2336.

You can also find suggestions for using 
graphic organisers by downloading this 
publication: https://pdst.ie/sites/default/files/
GraphicOrganiserFinal.pdf

Wellbeing
Resilience: ‘What could people do, either 
individually or as a group, to build resilience 
as they deal with the aftermath of a volcanic 
eruption?’

Digital Resources
Chapter 2 PowerPoint presentation is 
available on FolensHIVE.ie.

‘Volcano World’ at https://volcano.
oregonstate.edu/ has lots of resources for 
teaching about volcanoes.

Go to https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize and 
search ‘The Challenge of Natural Hazards’. 
This is a useful revision resource for all of 
Learning Outcome 1.1. It includes diagrams, 
notes, animations and multiple-choice tests 
on plates, earthquakes, tsunamis, volcanoes 
and fold mountains.

Planning 
 LO 1.1 describe the formation and global distribution of volcanoes, earthquakes, 
and fold mountains in the context of plate tectonics and structure of the Earth

 LO 2.1 describe the economic and social impacts of how we interact with the 
occurrence of volcanoes, earthquakes, and fold mountains

 LO 2.8 investigate how people respond to a natural disaster

5

Planning and teaching
Volcanoes2

Chapter

Geography

Peter Lydon
Tara Fitzharris

Junior Cycle Geography

REAL WORLD

Teacher’s Guide

2nd Edition

Teachers have access to the Teacher’s Guide, 
which includes planning advice, Subject Plan 
information, schemes of work (Yearly Plans) 
and a wealth of resources to assist your 
planning, teaching, learning and assessment.

Online Resources
Teachers have access to a range of online resources 
on FolensHive.ie, including:

• Editable lesson plans
• Editable exams
• Editable PowerPoints
•  Animations and interactivities
•  Carefully selected links to useful websites
• Solutions
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Junior Cycle Geography and Geoliteracy
Junior Cycle Geography is divided into three strands. 

Strand 1: Exploring the Physical World
This strand is about how the Earth and its landscapes formed over time.

Strand 2: Exploring How We Interact with the Physical World
This strand is about how humans affect, and are affected by, the physical world.

Strand 3: Exploring People, Place and Change
This strand focuses on population, places where people live, and how they earn a living.

Learning outcomes
Each strand is broken up into learning outcomes. Learning outcomes describe the topics 
you need to know by the end of third year. Real World Geography divides the learning 
outcomes into different chapters and learning goals. This makes it easier for you to 
engage with the learning outcomes.

Three Elements
In Junior Cycle Geography there are three Elements. 
Which of the elements you focus on depends on the 
topic you are studying. Your teacher will help you here.

1. Patterns, processes, systems and scale 

2. Geographical skills, including:

a. Graphicacy – the ability to read and interpret maps, charts and graphs
b. Applied Skills – the ability to ask geographical questions

3. Sustainability

You will meet each of these elements at various points in Real 
World Geography. You will need to know these, especially for 
your Classroom-Based Assessments (CBAs – see page xiii).

Geoliteracy
Geoliteracy is at the centre of Junior Cycle Geography. 
Geoliteracy is about the decisions you make, and the effects 
these decisions have on the world. Being geoliterate helps 
people and communities make good decisions and improve 
wellbeing. It helps us think in a sustainable way.

Something is 
sustainable if it meets 
our needs today 
without stopping 
future generations’ 
meeting their needs.
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The three I’s
Geoliteracy focuses on the three I’s – interconnections, 
interactions and implications. As you study geography, 
try to keep in mind these three questions:

1. What interactions are happening here? 

This is a question about patterns, process, 
systems and scale.

2. What interconnections can I make here? 

This question is about the connections 
between events and places.

3. What are the implications of the 
patterns, processes and systems that 
I am learning about?

This question is about the impact of 
events, including sustainability.

The answers to these questions – the three I’s – will help 
you understand better how the world works. You will need 
to be able to discuss these, especially in CBA 2, so you should 
be able to say what these words mean by the end of Year 3.

Think, pair, share: Good decision/poor decision?

Read each of the statements below. In a pair, discuss whether each of the following is a 
good decision or a poor decision. Give reasons for your answer.

1. The government wants to move a local hospital service to a larger town 30 km away.

2. A food producer has decided to stop using plastic packaging.

3. The local council wants to create more bus lanes and increase parking charges.

4. A developer wants to build a 25-storey apartment block in the centre of a town. 

Classroom-Based Assessments (CBAs)
Classroom-Based Assessments are mini-projects you will complete in class with your teacher.

CBA 1: Geography in the News

In Year 2 you will gather information and complete a project on a recent news event. This 
could be an earthquake or a volcano or another geographical event in the news.

CBA 2: My Geography

In Year 3 you will investigate an aspect of the geography of your local area and complete a 
project on your chosen topic.

Assessment Task (AT)

In Year 3, after you complete CBA 2, you will complete the Assessment Task. This is worth 
10% of the final Junior Cycle Geography examination. The AT questions will ask you about 
your reflections on your learning during CBA 2.

Real World Geography
will help you become 
geoliterate.

Im
plications

In
te

rc
on
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Interactions
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Introduction to CBA 1: Geography 
in the News 
This section helps you get used to the type of learning you will need to do to complete your CBA 1.

What is the CBA? 
CBA stands for ‘Classroom-Based Assessment’. In Geography, CBA 1 is called ‘Geography in the 
News’. Think of CBA 1: Geography in the News as a project you complete in class with the help of 
your teacher over a period of three weeks in Year 2. At each stage of the CBA, your teacher will 
give you feedback and support to help you improve your learning and complete the CBA. 

What do I have to do for CBA 1: Geography in the News? 
For CBA 1: Geography in the News, you complete a structured inquiry of a recent 
geographical event(s). Your CBA can be presented in different formats – for example, 
a poster, a report or a presentation.

Your teacher will tell you about success criteria. Success criteria are the specific goals you 
must achieve when completing your CBA.

How is my CBA 1 assessed? 
Your CBA will be assessed by your teacher according to a format known as ‘Features of 
Quality’. There are four Features of Quality, and each has a descriptor that will appear on 
your Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement (JCPA). There are four descriptors: 

• Exceptional 
• Above expectations 

• In line with expectations 
• Yet to meet expectations 

The main difference between each of the descriptors is the level of detail you include in 
your project. Your CBA must: 

• Show evidence of answering key geographical questions about the news event
• Analyse the importance of the event
• Discuss sustainability issues related to the news event
• Draw relevant conclusions
• Show an awareness of the patterns, processes and systems relevant to the event
• Be informed, well-organised, neat and creative

CBA 1 Warm-Ups
In selected chapters of Real World Geography, there are sample CBA 1 news events and a set 
of questions to help you get used to the type of work you will need to do to complete your 
CBA 1. Read each CBA 1: Geography in the News story and answer the questions that follow 
them. These will guide you in how to complete your CBA.

How do I do my CBA 1? 
1. Gather information

Research and find a recent geographical event. You can use Google or DuckDuckGo search 
engines to find a news story. You can also use other online sources such as podcasts or 
videos. It is good to use a few different sources for the news story so that you have a range 
of information and opinions. 
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When reading about the news event, look for answers 
to the 5WH questions. These questions are important 
because they will give you the information for the 
different headings for your CBA. When gathering 
your information, you can take notes under the 
5WH headings. 

2. Organise your information

Start with a title and date of the news event (when). You should try 
to have a paragraph in CBA 1 on each of the following headings: 

Heading Content

Summary Write a brief summary of your news event – this will 
contain evidence of the 5WH questions (see CBA 
Warm-Ups below). You must include the date(s) of 
the event (when). You should also state why the news 
story is important or significant.

Patterns (Interconnections) This could be a trend or connections between events. 
For example, volcanoes are found at plate boundaries. 
The answers to ‘what’ and ‘where’ will give you the 
information for this.

Processes and systems (Interactions) This is the explanation or reasons (why and how) the 
news event happened. For example, gases build up in a 
magma chamber until the pressure is too great. This is 
what causes volcanic eruptions.

Social impacts (Implications) This is the effects on people (who) and the places 
where they live.

Economic impacts (Implications) This is the effects on how people (who) earn a living and 
how much money is involved in the news event (what).

Environmental impacts (Implications) This is the effect on the environment.

Responses (Interactions) This is how people responded to the event. Responses 
can be short-term and long-term.

Sustainability (Implications) This is how people adapted to the event. You can write 
about actions people took, or suggest actions (draw 
conclusions) that people should do in future to reduce 
the chances of the event happening again.

3. Complete your CBA 

How you complete your CBA will depend on the format you use. Your teacher will point you 
in the right direction. However, always ensure all aspects of your report is clear, neat and 
well presented.

4. Images 

You should include images in your completed CBA. At the very least, you should have a sketch 
map that shows the location of the event (where). It is a good idea to include a diagram to 
help explain why the event happened. 

‘5WH: What, 
When, Where, 
Who, Why, How
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Introduction to CBA 2: My Geography 
CBA 2: My Geography builds on your learning from CBA 1 and from the Junior Cycle 
Geography course. You complete CBA 2 in Year 3 of your Junior Cycle Geography course.

What do I have to do for CBA 2: My Geography? 
For CBA 2: My Geography, you complete a structured inquiry into one or more aspects of 
your local area. You can agree with your teacher what ‘local’ means and what aspects you 
should investigate. As with CBA 1, CBA 2 can be presented in different formats – for example, 
a poster, a report or a podcast. You will also have success criteria for CBA 2. Again, your 
teacher will discuss these with you. 

How is my CBA 2 assessed? 
CBA 2: My Geography is assessed by your teacher according to ‘Features of Quality’. 
The Features of Quality are slightly different for CBA 2. Each Feature of Quality has 
a descriptor, one of which will appear on your Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement (JCPA). 

• Exceptional 
• Above expectations 

• In line with expectations 
• Yet to meet expectations 

The main difference between each of the descriptors is the level of detail you include in 
your project. Your CBA 2: My Geography must:

• Show evidence of answering key geographical questions
• Show evidence of gathering and analysing data from a range of sources
• Discuss sustainability issues related to an aspect of your local geography
• Draw conclusions
• Show an awareness of the patterns, processes and systems relevant to the aspect
• Be well-organised

CBA 2 Warm-Ups
In selected chapters of Real World Geography there are sample CBA 2 Warm-Up activities. 
You can use the ideas in the Warm-Ups to help you gather information for your CBA. It is also 
possible to combine more than one Warm-Up to include a range of sources and complete a 
more detailed CBA.

How do I do my CBA 2?
1. Gather information

Once you have chosen your topic, you need to gather information using a range of sources.

• Field trip/geographical investigation
• Questionnaires/surveys
• CSO census data (online)
• Local & national archives
• Paper maps 

• Online maps (e.g. Scoilnet Maps)
• Interviews
• Documentaries
• Newspapers
• Books

The sources you use depend on your topic. If you are investigating a local river, you might use 
a field trip to gather data. If you were investigating the changing population of your local area, 
you would use census data from the Central Statistics Office (CSO).
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2. CBA 2: My Geography – Template

Give your CBA 2: My Geography a title.

My Geography:  
Headings What you need to do

Introduction to 
the geographical 
aspect

Introduce your local area or the topic you are investigating. Provide some 
background information. You could include a sketch map here (applied 
skills). If you are investigating a problem, you could explain the problem and 
discuss sustainability issues.

Investigating 
questions

Think up the 5WH questions you want to find answers to (applied skills).

Data collection Use your sources to gather information and data on your topic. For example, 
this could be a field trip, a questionnaire or an interview.

Analysis Once you collect your data, you need to examine it. You might summarise 
key points or events. Or you might summarise numerical data by 
constructing tables and charts and calculating averages. You might be able 
to identify patterns in your data.

Findings Discuss what information you found from your data. Look for evidence of 
patterns (interconnections), processes and systems (interactions). For 
example, you might discover the local population has increased over time.

Conclusion This section is where you will discuss the meaning of the data you found. 
For example, if the local population has increased, why has it, and what does 
this mean for local services such as schools and amenities? In this section, 
you can highlight the effects or impacts (implications) of your findings. You 
should also discuss sustainability issues in this section.

Evaluation In this section, discuss how well your investigation went. Did your data 
sources provide you with the information (5WH) you needed? Were there 
any gaps in your information? What would you do differently in future to 
make your investigation even better? What worked well? What was difficult?

Reflection This section is about the learning you take away from your CBA. What new 
skills and knowledge did you learn? How might you use these in future? 
What did you learn that would make you act differently in future? What 
advice would you give to people based on what you learned? Who can you 
share your findings with?

3. Complete your CBA 

How you complete your CBA will depend on the format you use. Your teacher will point you 
in the right direction. However, always ensure all aspects of your report are clear, neat and 
well presented.

4. Images

You should include images in your completed CBA. At the very least, you should have a sketch 
map that shows the location of the local area you are investigating. It is a good idea to include 
a diagram(s) to explain techniques you used (e.g. surveying) or the data source you used, for 
example, a questionnaire. You may also need to include tables and charts.

In Year 3, you will complete an Assessment Task, which is worth up to 10 per cent of 
the Junior Cycle Geography examination. The Assessment Task is based directly on your 
CBA 2: My Geography.
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