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Bring to life the old Irish legend The Children of Lir. The children will explore water in the local environment, explore floating and sinking, and design and make a playdough boat.

	Notes

	If possible, organise a visit to a local water feature (e.g. a lake, river or waterfall) in Geography Lesson 3. Where this is not possible, the Street View function of Google Maps and Google Earth might be useful.

There is a statue of The Children of Lir in the Garden of Remembrance in Dublin. 

If possible, allow the children some informal free play with water during Aistear. Watch out for the misconception that the bigger or heavier something is, the more likely it is to sink.

Careful selection of objects may help the children to develop the idea that shape matters as well. 

To ensure a fair test in the Design and Make a Boat activity, give all children the same amount of playdough. 
A printable Design and Make template is available on FolensOnline.


	Materials
	Books

	For the rain gauge

· Plastic bottle (e.g. from soft drink)

· Stones or pebbles

· Tape

· Marker (felt pen)

· Ruler or Unifix Cubes
	For Will It Float? p. 40

· Basins of water

· Coin 

· Pencil

· Cotton balls

· Apple

· Empty bottle

· Full bottle
	For Design and Make a Boat p. 41

· Playdough

· Dried peas

· Basins of water
	· The Children of Lir by Declan Collinge

· A Drop of Water: A Book of Science and Wonder by Walter Wick

· Who Sank the Boat? by Pamela Allen


	Useful Links

	www.shortkidstories.com/story/children-lir
Statue of The Children of Lir: 
www.vanderkrogt.net/statues/object.php?record=ie032&webpage=ST 
YouTube: Sesame Street: The Water Song by Sesame Street

www.kids.britannica.com/kids/article/water/390625
YouTube: Sink or Float? by SciShow Kids 

Support for making a rain gauge: 
www.wikihow.com/Build-a-Rain-Gauge


	Key Vocabulary

	History
	Geography
	Science

	legend

Lir

first
	then

next

last
	water

rain gauge

measure
	record

estimate

rainfall
	float

sink
	predict

record
	design

evaluate

passengers


	Integration
	Home/Parental Involvement

	Language: Use The Children of Lir as a text for oral language and reading. Ask children to retell the story.

Visual Arts: Paint scenes from the legend or make a class collage of the story.
	Make a rain gauge with your child at home. Record the rainfall where you live for a week/month. Discuss ways to conserve water in the home. 


	Theme Overview

	D indicates an Explorers Digital Resource on FolensOnline.

P indicates an Explorers Print Resource in the Explorers Student Book/Printable on FolensOnline.ie.

	LESSON 1
	LESSON 2
	LESSON 3

	HISTORY
	Focus: The Children of Lir
	Focus: Drawing the story
	Focus: Teacher in the role of Lir

	
	D The Children of Lir: Story 

Listen to the story. 

Discuss: Why did Queen Aoife change the children into swans?

How do you think the children felt?
	D The Children of Lir: True or False?
Listen to the statements. Decide whether they are true or false.

P The Children of Lir p. 38 

Draw a picture in each box to tell the story. 

Retell the story to a partner. 
	Recap The Children of Lir. Use the language of ‘first’, ‘then’, ‘next’, etc. 

D The Children of Lir: Story
Listen to the story again. Create freeze-frames of each part of the story.

Hot-seat: The teacher plays Lir and the children ask questions.

	GEOGRAPHY
	Focus: Uses of water at home
	Focus: Make a rain gauge
	Focus: Water near me

	
	Think, pair, share: Brainstorm ways we use water at home. 

D Water at Home: Explore
Explore the interactive scene, focusing on the different uses of water in each room. 

P Rain p. 39
Children draw a use for water in each raindrop.
	Design and make a rain gauge.
1. Cut the top quarter off the plastic bottle and remove the cap.

2. Place stones in the bottom of the bottle to stop it falling over. Turn the top quarter upside down. Tape it to the bottle (top and centre).

3. Use a ruler and marker pen to show a centimetre scale on the bottle (or attach Unifix Cubes 
to the side of the bottle for 
non-standard measurement.) 

4. Pour water into the bottle until it reaches the bottom of the scale. 

5. Put your rain gauge outside where it can collect water.

P Rain p. 39

Record rainfall over a number of days. Children draw their rain gauge on Day 2 and Day 5.

Which day had the most rainfall?
	D The Pond: Story
Listen to the story introducing the plants and animals found at the pond.

D The Pond: Explore
Discuss the plants and animals found at the pond.

D The Pond: Label
Label the pictures.

Identify a local body of water.
Discuss it and view it on Google Maps. If possible, visit the local body of water. 

Draw a picture of the local body of water and label its features. 

	SCIENCE
	Focus: Floating and sinking
	Focus: Will it float?
	Focus: Design and make a boat 

	
	D Floating and Sinking: Discuss

Listen to the explanations of how things float and sink. Discuss.

D Float or Sink?: Sort 
Predict whether each object will float or sink.
	Discuss what children remember about floating and sinking.

P Investigate: Will it Float? p. 40 

Look at and feel each object in the investigation. Predict whether it will float or sink. Record the prediction on the table.

Test each object by placing it in the basin of water. Did it float or sink?

Record the results in the table.
	P Design and Make: A Boat p. 41 
Make different shapes with playdough. Test to see if they float.

Design the boat. Draw it. 

Make the boat. Add ‘pea passengers’. 

Test the boat. Does it float?

Circle the happy face or sad face.

What does this tell us about objects that float?


	Curriculum Information

	History

	Strand and Strand Unit
	Skills

	Story: Stories

· Discuss the chronology of events (beginning, middle, end) in a story

· Express or record stories through art work, drama, music, mime and movement and using information and communication technologies 

· Display storyline pictures showing episodes in sequence
	Working as a historian

· Time and chronology

· Using evidence

· Communication

	Geography

	Strand and Strand Unit
	Skills

	Natural environments: The local natural environment

· Observe, discuss and investigate water in the local natural environment

· Record and communicate experiences and observations using oral language and pictures
	A sense of place and space

· A sense of place

· A sense of space

Maps, globes and graphical skills

· Picturing places

Geographical investigation skills

· Questioning

· Observing

· Predicting

· Investigating and experimenting

· Estimating and measuring

· Analysing

· Recording and communicating

	Science

	Strand and Strand Unit
	Skills

	Energy and forces: Forces

· Investigate how forces act on objects
	Working scientifically 

· Questioning

· Observing

· Predicting

· Investigating and experimenting

· Estimating and measuring

· Analysing

· Recording and communicating

Designing and making

· Exploring

· Planning

· Making

· Evaluating





