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Planning for Junior Cycle Geography in your Geography Department

Unit 2. Shake, rattle and roll: Earthquakes 
(10 lessons – Topics 23, 4 and 33 in Real World Geography)
1. Learning outcomes for this Unit 

These are copied from the Specification 
(list above).

2.1  Describe the economic and social impacts of how 
we interact with the occurrence of volcanoes, 
earthquakes, and fold mountains. 

Links to:
1.1  Describe the formation and global distribution of 

volcanoes, earthquakes, and fold mountains in the 
context of plate tectonics and structure of the Earth. 

2.8 Investigate how people respond to a natural disaster.  
2. List the action verbs.

These are copied from the LOs above.

Describe
Investigate

3. Identify your learning intentions 
and success criteria
(see suggested time allocations 
below).

These learning intentions are copied 
from this Guide: Topics 4, 23 and 33.

The success criteria are added here 
to aid planning. There are 10 in total. 
These could be achieved as one-
per-lesson in this Unit, or you could 
combine some in certain lessons.

Students are introduced to the keywords and key ideas 
associated with earthquakes. Students need to be able 
to identify the keywords that belong on a diagram for 
earthquake formation. 
Students need to be familiar with the distribution 
of earthquakes and how they are measured. It is 
important that they have named examples, with dates, 
that they can refer to in their work. 
The content of this topic is to examine the impact 
that an earthquake can have on the people living in 
the region. Students need to know examples of both 
economic and social implications that these events can 
have. This topic is closely related to LO 1.1 and links 
between the formation of earthquakes, and tsunamis 
would need to be made.
Students study how the tsunami in Japan in 2011 
occurred. They investigate how the tsunami in 
Japan affected people. They investigate how people 
responded to the tsunami in Japan. 

  SC1.  Create a neat, well-labelled diagram of an 
earthquake.

  SC2.  Describe the distribution of the world’s 
earthquakes.

  SC3. Describe how earthquakes are measured.
  SC4.  Know facts relating to a named earthquake in a 

developed world country.
  SC5.  Know facts relating to a named earthquake in a 

developing world country.
  SC6.  Be able to compare and contrast the social 

impacts of these events.
  SC7.  Be able to compare and contrast the economic 

impacts of these events.
  SC8. Describe the Tohoku tsunami in Japan. 
  SC9.  Describe the subsequent damage caused by the 

tsunami.
SC10.  Discuss how Japanese people responded to the 

tsunami.
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4. Identify the Elements

These are copied from Guide: Topics 4,  
23 and 33.

Patterns, Processes
Geographical skills

Earthquakes occur in well-defined zones across the world. 
Students note these patterns and use them to predict and 
explain locations that are prone to earthquakes.
Students think about patterns of responses to 
earthquakes. It also gets them to think systematically 
from the beginning of the emergency to the end and 
to develop a response that might change negative 
behaviours into positive ones.

5. Identify the GeoLiteracy 
components

These are copied from the questions in 
the Textbook Topics 4, 23, 33.

A different approach to addressing 
GeoLiteracy is used here (compared 
to the previous Unit) to illustrate two 
alternatives.

Interactions, interconnections, implications.
How do plates interact to cause earthquakes?
What is the connection between the wealth of a 
country and the damage done in an earthquake?
What tectonic plates caused the Haiti earthquake in 2010?
What were the implications of the destruction of the 
port in Haiti’s capital in 2010?
What are the connections between the short-term and 
long-term effects of earthquakes?
The Tohoku earthquake in 2011 happened at sea and 
was one of the largest ever recorded. What would the 
implications have been if it had happened on land?

6. Identify key skills

These are copied from the topic 
openers in the Textbook Topics 4, 23 
and 33.

Being literate as I learn new key words when studying 
earthquakes.
Staying well as I improve my understanding of the 
world and where natural disasters can occur.
Staying well by increasing my understanding that not 
all locations in the world are safe. 
Managing myself by making considered decisions 
about where I will travel. 
Staying well by recognising that there are areas of the 
world where my personal safety is at risk and learning 
how to respond appropriately. 
Being numerate by interpreting and understanding 
the data presented on natural disasters and the real-life 
impact these data mean for the communities living there.

7. Reflection

The Student Learning Log 
contains several reflection 
exercises.

Students will complete exercises on Topics 4, 23 
and 33 in their Student Learning Log.

8. Assessment

The GeoChallenge in the Textbook 
is based on the revised Bloom’s 
taxonomy.

Students’ work in the Student Learning Log will 
be assessed, and information from student 
self-assessment sections will be noted. The 
revised Bloom’s taxonomy (GeoChallenges in 
the Textbook) will be used to develop student 
cognitive skills. Assessment for Learning 
strategies will be used to check for understanding 
in class. Bloom’s original taxonomy will provide 
opportunities for summative assessment.

Word versions of these tables are available on FolensOnline/realworldgeography so you 
can edit the tables to devise your own Units of Work.
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